[Recording of the respiration of skinned cardiac fibers--a method that permits an evaluation of the functional parameters of mitochondria without their isolation from the tissue].
Respiratory parameters of cardiac mitochondria were determined in the bundles of cardiac fibers skinned by saponin that specifically removed sarcolemma but left intracellular structures intact. The described method can be used for determination of the mitochondrial respiratory parameters in small biopsy samples from the human heart.